
Introduction to EMAC

EMAC: The Cornerstone of Mutual Aid
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Objectives

• Understand EMAC history, mission, goals

• Identify assistance and services that can be provided 
through EMAC
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What is EMAC

EMAC is an interstate mutual aid agreement

that provides resources across states lines in the

event of an emergency or disaster.
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What Can EMAC Do?

• Provides a responsive and straightforward mutual aid 
system

• Maximizes the use of all available resources

• Prevents legal barriers 

• Coordinates with the National Response Framework

• Is the primary resource provider when federal 
support is not warranted
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EMAC Does Not…

• Replace federal support

• Permit the use of National Guard resources for 
military purposes

• Assume direction and control of the affected states 
emergency operations

• Endorse self-deployment

• Replace existing mutual aid agreements
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The History of EMAC

Hurricane Andrew (1992)
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The History of EMAC

• 1992: Southern Governors’ Association coordinated 
with several southern states to draft the initial text of 
the Southern Regional Emergency Management 
Assistance Compact (SREMAC) 

• 1993: Southern Governors signed SREMAC
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The History of EMAC

• SREMAC was restricted to Southern Governors’ 
Association members.

• 1995:

Southern Governors voted to open membership 
to any state

SREMAC renamed the “Emergency Management 
Assistance Compact

NEMA became Compact administer
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The History of EMAC

• 1996: Congress approved EMAC as Public Law 104–
321

• Current membership: 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and 
Guam
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The Vision & Mission Of EMAC

EMAC: The Cornerstone of Mutual Aid

To facilitate the efficient and effective sharing of 

resources between member states during times 

of disaster or emergency.
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The Goals of EMAC

• Provide national leadership and expertise on mutual 
aid

• Coordinate EMAC capabilities with national 
preparedness, response and recovery efforts

• Sustain and enhance mutual aid capabilities

• Promote mutual aid and strengthen relationships
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Meeting the Need

EMAC has been activated over 92 times for events 
such as major hurricanes, floods, wildfires, the 
Columbia space craft disaster and the terrorist attack 
on the World Trade Center.
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2005 Hurricanes Katrina & Rita

Total Estimated EMAC Response 

to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita
(Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Texas):

65,929 Personnel Deployed

19,426 Civilian

46,503 National Guard

$830 M Estimated Cost
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Resources Available Through EMAC 

• State/Local EOC Support

• Damage assessment

• Disaster recovery services

• Logistics support

• Donations management

• Security services

• Communications

• Fire fighting

• Aviation support

• Biological/chemical

Response Teams

• Medical support services

• Hazard mitigation

• Community outreach

• Search and Rescue

• Debris clearance services

• Public Health services

• Environmental Health services

• HazMat Response Teams

• Human services/mass care

• Animal control services

• Incident Management Teams

• HazMat Response Teams

Any capability from Member States can be shared

14



Summary

• EMAC streamlines the delivery of resources

• Established and standardized procedures are scalable 
and have stood the test of time

EMAC is a proven system that works.
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QUESTIONS?
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Think About It

• Has your state ever requested help or provided 
assistance under EMAC?  

• What are some resources that could be shared 
through EMAC that are not commonly used 
resources?
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