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This document was developed and printed, in part, with funds provided to the 

National Emergency Management Association (NEMA) through a grant from the 

Department of Homeland Security/Federal Emergency Managem ent Agency. All 

information contained herein is in support of the Emergency Management 

Assistance Compact and is privileged.   No parts of this document may be 

duplicated or used  without the permission of NEMA.  

 

NEMA Policy on Use of EMAC Logo  

The Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) is administered by the National 

Emergency Management Association (NEMA) headquartered in Lexington, Kentucky.   

 

The EMAC name (ñEMACò and ñEmergency Management Assistance Compactò and logo are 

the registered property of the National Emergency Management Association.   Use of the 

logo is strictly prohibited without the express written permission (in e -mail or letter) of 

NEMA.   

 

Individuals, Agencies, or Organizations wishing to use the EMAC logo must submit to NEMA, 

for review and approval, the documents or materials displaying the EMAC logo in the final 

location in which it would appear.  A short paragraph for the in tended use of the materials 

and the intended audience must also accompany the document and materials to be 

reviewed by NEMA.    

 

Should documents or materials change at a later date , a new request must be submitted to 

NEMA for continued use of the EMAC logo . Use of the logo does not imply any rights or 

endorsement by NEMA on the part of any user. NEMA may withhold approval at its sole 

discretion. NEMA reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to terminate or modify permission 

to display the EMAC logo at an y time.  

 

How to use the EMAC logo in print  

 

    * The EMAC logo may be reproduced in full color mode or in a single color (grayscale, 

black, white) with a background that ensures good legibility.  

 

Format  

    * Only the official EMAC logo may be used.  

    *  Hand -drawn or altered versions (such as change in type or color) are not permitted.  

 

Legibility  

    * The logo may be resized as needed, provided it is scaled proportionately, and the 

words ñEmergency Management Assistance Compactò are still legible. 

    * Do not place the logo on a cluttered or insufficiently contrasting background.  

 

Style  

    * Do not incorporate any part of the EMAC logo with the logo of another organization to 

result in a new logo.  

    * Do not place any graphic elements with or around  the EMAC logo (such as a box) that 

could be interpreted as part of the EMAC logo.  

   * You may not alter the EMAC logo to incorporate any other object, including, but not 

limited to other logos, icons, words, graphics, photos, slogans, boxes, numbers, des ign 

features, symbols, audio files or video files.  

    * Do not obstruct the logo with other images.   
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Purpose of the EMAC Training Module s 

In most communities, the strength of the emergency management system is related directly 

to the knowledge, skills and  abilities of those individuals responsible for protecting lives and 

property at the local level where the impact of an emergency is felt immediately.  Prompt, 

effective response and speedy recovery is the result of on -going planning and the creation 

of a viable emergency management system that utilizes effective mutual aid agreements to 

tap additional resources from every level of government and from the public and private 

sector.  

 

The Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) is an interstate mutual aid 

agreement that facilitates coordination and sharing of needed resources between states 

during time of emergency or disaster.  

 

The purpose of the EMAC Training Modules is to develop critical awareness and facilitate 

individual learning on EMAC that is s upported by sound instructional methodology and 

design.  The Training Modules will promote a mastery of the knowledge and skills required 

of state and local response and recovery individuals to integrate in to EMAC and utilize the 

system to request, provid e or receive additional assistance if the need should arise.  

 

 

References:   

The following reference s were used to develop this Student Guide:  

 

EMAC Resource Library Public Document:  

o Introduction to EMAC  
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Introduction to EMAC,  Slide # 1  

 
  

In a major emergency or disaster situation, an affected state often has the 

immediate or near - immediate need for many resources that it may not be able to 

access in -state because of the disaster situation, or resources that it cannot provide 

at the level r equired. Under these conditions a state often looks to other states for 

assistance in dealing with the needs of its people and infrastructure. In a disaster 

situation, swift, sure action is critical. If procedures for securing assistance are not in 

place b efore a disaster occurs, vital response time is lost, which could lead to 

greater, more disastrous outcomes, greater loss of life, more damage to the 

infrastructure, longer recovery times, and ultimately, greater cost to the public. The 

time to plan and cr eate agreed -upon procedures is before the need arises.  

 

The Introduction to EMAC training module covers what EMAC is, what EMAC can and 

cannot do, the History of EMAC, the Vision, Mission and Goals of EMAC , and identifies 

the types of resources that can be  shared through EMAC.  

 

 

Notes  
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At the end of this unit, you will be able to:  

ü Explain what EMAC is  

ü Explain the History of EMAC  

ü Explain the Vision, Mission and Goals of EMAC  

ü Identify the types of assistance  and services that may be shared through 

EMAC 

 

Notes  
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EMAC is a national ly adopted  interstate mutual aid agreement that enables states 

and territories to share resources during times of disaster. Since being ratified by 

Congress in 1996, EMAC has grown to become the nationôs system for providing 

mutual aid through the use of standardize d operational procedures and protocols 

that have been validated during disasters where assistance was provided through the 

Compact.  

 

EMAC was formed to fulfill the need for preplanning - to put a response structure into 

place before a disaster occurs; and to  allow member states to more easily request, 

provide, and receive assistance from other member states during time of need.  

 

Notes  
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EMAC does the following:   

ü Offers a responsive and straightforward system for states to send  personnel and 

equipment to help disaster relief efforts in other states. When resources are 

overwhelmed, EMAC helps to fill the shortfalls.  

ü Maximizes the use of all available resources: Any resource that a state is willing 

to share (pers onnel, services, materials and equipment).   

ü Establishes a firm legal foundation: An Assisting State is entitled to be 

reimbursed by the Receiving State for any loss of or damage to or expense 

incurred in the operation of any equipment, as well as expenses incurred in the 

provisioning of any services at the request of another state.  The intent of the  

Compact is to ensure that  states providing assistance will not be strapped with a 

financial or legal burden and personnel sent are protected under worke rs 

compe nsation, tort liability and immunity provisions.  

ü Works in harmony with the National Response Framework.  

ü Serve as  a primary resource provider when federal support is not warranted . For 

example, EMAC is more beneficial when federal assistance thresholds have  not 

been met.   

ü Provid es fast and flexible assistance.  EMAC allows states to ask for any assistance 

they need for any type of emergency -providing those resources are publicly 

owned.  

Notes  
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As important as  it is to understand what EMAC does, it is equally important to 

understand what EMAC does not do. The things that EMAC does not do are:  

ü Replace or reduce federal aid or assistance (EMAC coordinates with but does 

not replace federal assets).  

ü Permit the use of National Guard resources for armed forces or law 

enforcement  purposes .  

ü Impact or supersede other mutual aid agreements.  

ü Hoard/stockpile resources from Assisting States.  

ü Assume operational control of a Requesting Stateôs resources. 

ü Move re sources from county to county or city to city (State to State only).  

ü Replace existing mutual aid agreements  

ü Endorse self -deployments/self -dispatching.   

 

Notes  
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EMAC was initiated by Florida Governor Lawton Chiles following the devastation 

caused by Hurricane Andrew after it struck southern Florida in 1992.  Federal support 

was slow arriving in south Florida, Dade County, and was unorganized and 

uncoordinated when it did arrive. Thus Governor C hiles sought help from neighboring 

states.  Laws and plans were not in place at the time to facilitate i nterstate 

assistance.  

 

Notes  
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After Hurricane Andrew,  it became apparent that even with federal resources, states 

would need to call upon one another in times of emergencies.  

 

As a result, the Southern Governorsô Association (SGA) coordinated with the 17 SGA 

state emergency management agencies to develop a stat e- to -state mutual aid 

agreement.  The Southern Regional Emergency Management Ass istance Compact 

(SREMAC)  was signed by the 17 governors in 1993.  

 

Notes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


